
Determine validity: evaluate validity
criteria for age, caretaker status and

jurisdiction prior to using this tool. This
tool assesses the definition component of

validity. Although LE may not have any
concerns for abuse or neglect, these additional

questions should be considered by the LDSS.

A valid child death referral does not mean it will result in a founded child death investigation .

Did the child death 
result from
a weapon?

Was there an incident of 
Intimate Partner

Violence (DV) that contributed 
to the child's  death?

Was the victim child 
in an unsafe

 sleep environment 
that contributed 

to the child s death?

At time of death were there 
concerns that the caretaker/alleged
abuser was impaired or suspected 

to be impaired (includes
sleep; alcohol; substances and

medications)?
And/ or was the victim child born

substance-exposed? 

Does the
 caretaker/alleged abuser 

have a 
physical, cognitive, developmental,

emotional impairment and
 is there concern it contributed 

to the child s death?

Did the victim child have 
medical conditions requiring 
treatment and it is believed
 that the lack of necessary 

treatment or services 
contributed to the 

child s death? 

Is there suspicion that the 
child committed suicide
 and are there concerns

 for medical/mental 
neglect by the caretaker?

VDSS Child and Family Services Manual,
Chapter C, Child Protective Services,

sections 2, 3 and 6

 Was there an open 
Child Welfare 

referral and/or case at
 the time of death

Refer Screened Out reports to prevention 
response

and/or community partners where 
appropriate.
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Consider the following:
What was the condition of the sleep 
environment 
Was there a designated sleep space?
Was the designated sleep space firm & 
free from blankets, pillows and objects?
Was the child sleeping alone, on the back, 
in a crib?
*LE may not have concerns for A/N but
additional questions should be 
considered before determining 
validity*++
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Consider: Has the 
family lived outside 
the state of Virginia 
in the past five 
years?

Consider: 
Does the caretaker/AA have a history of 
substance use?
 Is the caretaker/AA currently receiving 
treatment?
*Strongly consider drug testing if the death 
is validated*

Consider:
 What was the MH diagnosis and was the child 
receiving treatment?
Was the caretaker aware of the MH issues? 
Were there past attempts or suicidal 
ideation?
 Prior hospitalizations?
Are there are any substances (legal or
illegal in the home) and are they secured? 
Were there any weapons in the home and 
were they secured/unsecured?

Consider: 
Did the victim child have a physical, cognitive, 
developmental, emotional impairment and is 
there concern it contributed to their death?
Was the victim child receiving treatment?

Is there prior child welfare history?
Consider: 
Is the history available in the child 
welfare
information system or agency 
history?
Was the victim child born 

substance-exposed? 

Is there a history of IPV  that
 involves the victim 

child or other children?
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